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Satire’s my weapun; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land ef Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 


——-02000— 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF ENGLISH LAW. 


‘« fle who pretends to discharge an office, and knows 
‘Not his rights, and his duties, or fears to exercise them. 
‘$s an Impostor, and no man; if he betray his trust,he is a monster.’’ 
If the liberties of this country depended upon dooks, 
they would be paramount, and secure; for no nation 
possesses more records of just principles, or better illus- 
trations of their application, in books. The theory is 
admirable enough; and unluckily, ihe greater portion 
of the nation have been generally disposed to be content 
with the theory; and totally to disregard the opposite 
practices! while the laws of England have been proudly 
vaunted as the best in the world,—and, seme century 
azo, they probably were,—there have been praetices as 
foreign to their spirit, as if the principles of Algiers had. 
been in force, and wanton caprice had been the prom p- 
ter of the exercise of arbitrary power! A member of 
the legislature once reported a case, in which a woman 
was executed, and a child snatched from her bosom, be 
‘ore she was delivered over to the executioner—whose 
crime, if crime it could be called, was stealing food, to. 
save an offspring, perishing from want, arising from the. 
Vou. VIE. No. 2. : 
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forcible ampressinent of her husband, to fight the battles 


of the siate’ Mr. Lewis, in his republication of Mil- 
ion’s Defence of the i >eople of England, for the execution 
of Charles the First, has the following note, which is as 
little to the credit of the execution of our laws, as it 
would be disgraceful to the spiritof all law! He says, 
(p. 114.) “Ifwe had not, like good and loyal subjects, 
the fear of his Majesty’s Attorney General before our 
eyes, we would here make some observations, which 
might have a tendency to show, that the present Eng- 
lish Gove ernment, does not exactly come under the de- 
finition of St. Paul ; ; but, as itis, we must leave the 
reader to draw his own conclusions. We cannot re- 
frain, however, from laying before the public, a fact by 
no means calculated to prove the truth of the assertion, 
‘That in England there is the same law for the poor, as 
for the rich ; and that if either violate it, the one is as 
liable to be punished as the other.? About twenty 
years ago, there lived ata village in Rutlandshire, a 
man and woman whose names if is not necessary tomen- 
lion. They had resided in the same house for several years, 
and though notlegally married, treated each other in every 
respectas manand wife. Their characters for honesty were 
irreproachable. In consequence of the distress of the 
times, however, they were reduced to extreme poverty. 
Suffering under the pangs of hunger, in an evil hour 
they determined to steal a sheep. ‘They were detected, 
carried before a magistrate, and committed to Oakham 
Gaol. A circumstance came out upon their trial, which 
one would think should have operated in their favour. 
The woman was actually found with an infant child at her 
breast, devouring the liver, raw, bloody, and still warm 
rom the body of the sheep !! Her hunger was such that 
she could not wait for its being cooked. The law, 
as it is called, however, was inexora ible; they were con- 
vicled, condemned, and executed. Such was the 
fate of these poor unfortunate beings. But behold the 
contrast! See how the ricA man was treated. In the same 
county, at the very next assizes after the acting of this 
leval atrocity, a man of the name of ——, a farmer, and 
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& personof property, was convicted of stealing upwards of 
FIFTY SHEEP!! And what, reader, do you think 
was his punishment? He was permitted to transport 
himself'!'! Would we could think, that these cases were 
unparalleled. There is not a county town in England 
that has not witnessed similar exhibitions of the unjust 
and partial execution of the laws. Since writing toe 
above, another case has occurred, which we cannot re- 
frain from putting on record :—A chidd, between twelve 
and thirteen years of age, is now suffering three months’ 
imprisonment in the House of Correction, belonging to 
the prison in which we are now writing, for picking up 
a hare, that he found caught in a snare in a field where 
he was looking after his masters’ cows! In this case, 
however, no blame is attached to the Magistrates who 
committed him, as the law, or rather the tyrannical de- 
cree, is imperative. But is this law consistent with the 
principles of Christianity, justice, or common humanity ? 
Really, the being oblized to witness such things as these, 
is, to us, by far the most disagreeable circumstance at- 
tendant upon imprisonment.” 

The last anecdote, thus related by Mr. Lewis, does 
not bear upon ihe principle, to which we mean to con- 
fine our comment: ; but we could not resist the impulse 
of shewing, that while good laws are perversely admi- 
nistered, bad ones can be inexorably enforced—which 
completes the list of disadvantages arising from the differ- 
ence between the theory and the practice of the system. 
It is whimsical enough to hear Englishmen boast of 
Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights, and other lu- 
minous points in the barren waste of their ordinary sta- 
tutes! What can scraps of mouldy parchment do for 
principle? If they are not engraven in the heart, and 
well grounded in the understanding, the record of them 
on the statute book is utterly inefficacious. They might — 
as well be written in an unknown tongue, as addressed 
to an ignorant and servile people. Nay, the language 
of freedom is unknown to the herd of slaves and syco- 
Phants! They will not learn the lesson of their own 
disgrace. They shut their ears to the report of their own 
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infamy ; and endeavour to reconcile themselves to their 
ignominious fate, by gild’ng their fetters, and w apping 
them in the silken folds of indolent stupidity. Yet to 
those who will enquire, books are useful ; and there are 
books in the English language, which ought to rouse 
every feeling, and sting every nerve, against State abuses 
and corruptions, Both examples, and. precepts, and ar- 
guments, which might stimulate the coldest to exertion, 
exist in sufficient numbers; but they exist in vain: and 
until a spark of virtuous indignation light up the flame 
of patriotism, instead of the mouldering embers of party, 
there is no hope that they will be read, or recited, to 
better purpose. Those who perpetuate ‘their existence, 
and extend their circulation, do not, however, deserve 
ihe less approbation, They may be considered as fillin 
the magazines of future heroes in the cause of freedom— 
as accumulating stores for future action—as collecting 
an armoury of reason, of which a better age may av ail 
itself—and as rubbing the rust from weapons which have 
been efficacious in a former period, for the service of the 
descendants of those whose ancestors were ever ready at 
the “ gathering word,’ — 


‘SWhen Freedom, drest in blood-stain’d vest, 
* To every Knight her war-song sung,”’ 

Mr. E.ewis has thus merited well of his country, and 
will hereafter be thanked by those who dare emulate the 
virtues, and use the artillery of MiiTon, for the republi- 
cation of The Rights of Nations to depose their Kings, 
‘* and to change or amend their systems of government.” 
And thus also will Col. WituiaMs receive tie tribute of 
a better age, for the republication of Lord Somers’ 
Tract, called, “* The Security of Englishmen’s Lives ; 

‘ or the ir ust, power, and duty, of the Grand Juri ies 
© of Eng gland! with preliminary Observations illustra- 
* tive of the character of Grand Juries as they are now 
‘‘ constructed, and the necessity of recurring to funda- 
** mental principles.” Of the tract itself, it need onl 
be said here, that it is a successful demonstration of the 
right of the people lo securzty, and justice, in return for 
obedience to the law:—in spite of the many corruptions, 
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which are not laws, but abuses, and therefore to be 
holden for nought: contrary to the sophistry of the 
present Lord Somers, who calls an abuse, a law, be- 
cause it has existed, or does exist, the Chancellor Somers, 
of the reign of William HII., only recognizes such laws 
as are founded on the principles of justice and freedom. 
Adhering to the declaration, that the law should be the 
“ nerfection of reason ;” and its illustration clearly writ- 
*¢ ten upon the understanding of every man by the finger 
“ of God himself,” he honestly discards every abuse ; and 
thinks a bad matter only made more despicably and dan- 
verously worse, by the authority of a tyrannical monarch, 
or a base and slavish legislature. It should be always 
kept in mind, by all men, at all times, and particularly 
by all jurym-n, and all who are likely to be called upon 
to stand between their fellow-creatures, and the Crown, 
that neither King, Lords, nor Commons, have any legal 
power to enact an unjust law; and that any Judge, or 
other party, lending himself to the carrying into effect 
any unjust law, will not be protected by the pretence of 
the authority of the enacters of the law. The history of 
England is by no means deficient in its instances of 
JUDGES having been punished for their perverszon of the 
taw, and even for their lending themselves to the enforce- 
ment of statutes which were z/degal in their nature. This 
princivle Lurd Somers enforces in the following manner ; 
which ought to be framed and glazed in our courts of jus- 
tice, as rules and regulations are hung up in our prisons, 
to caution those who may offend, for human nature is al- 
ways the same; and ermine may cover as much iniquity 
as the vilest rags. 

** As a further seCURITY unto THE PEOPLE against all 
attempts upon THEIR LAws, exemplary justice hath 
been done in several ages, upon SUCH JUDGES, and 
JUSTICIARIES, as through corruption, swbmissian unto 
unjust commands, or any other sinister consideration, 
have dared to swerve from them: the punishments of 
these wicked men remain upon record, as monuments 
of their infamy, to be a TERROR unto ALL that shall 
SUCCEED THEM. In the reign of the Saxons, the most 
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notable example was given by King Alfred, who caused 
ABOVE FORTY JUDGES to be HANGED, in a short space, 
for several wrongs done to the people, as is related in the 
‘ Mirror of Justice.” Some of them suffered for imposing 
on juries*, and forcing them to give verdicts according 
to their will; and one, it seems, had taken the confidence 
to examine a jury, that he might find which of them 
would submit to his will; and setting aside him who 
would not, condemned a man upon the verdict of eleven. 
Since the coming of the Normans, our parliaments have 
not been less severe against such judges as have suffered 
thefcourse of justice to be perverted, or the rights and li- 
berties of the people to be invaded. In the time of Ed- 
ward the First, anno 1289, the parliament finding that 
ALL THE JUDGES (except two) had swerved from their 
duty, condemned them to several punishments, according 
unto their crimes, as banishment, perpetual im- 
prisonment, or the loss of all their estates, &c. &c. 
Their particular offences are specified in a speech made 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in Parliament! They 
had broken Magna Charta, incited the King against 
his people, violated the laws, wnder the pretence of ex- 
pounding them, and impudently presumed to prefer their 
own counsels to the King, before the advices of Parlia- 
ment, as appears by the speech. The like was done 
in Edward the Second’s time, when Hugh de Spencer 
was charged for having prevailed with the King to brcak 
his oath to the people, in doing things against the law by 
his own authority. In Edward the Third’s time, JuDGE 
THORPE was HANGED, for having in the like manner, 
brought the King to break his oath. And the happy 
reign of that Great King, affords many instances of the 
like nature; amongst which his punishment of Sir 
Henry Green, and Sir William Skipwith, deserves to be 
observed, and put into «n equal rank with those of his 
brave and victorious grandfather. In Richard the Se- 





* Does not a judge impose upon a jury, when by any artifice or 
delusion, he obtains a verdict from its folly, or its prejudice, in. 
stead of its reason. 
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cond’s time, eleven of the Judges, forgetting the dreadful 
punishments of their predecessors, subscribed malicious 
indictments against law, and gave fulse interpretations 
of our ancient laws to the King ; thereby to bring many 
of his most eminent and worthiest subjects to suffer as 
traitors at his will; subjected the authority and very 
being of Parliament to his absolute pleasure, and made 
him believe thai all the laws layin hisown breast. There- 
upon sentence of death was passed upon them;—and 
though upon their repentance, and confessing they had 
been swayed by fear and threatening, from the King, 
two only were executed ;—all the others were for ever 
banished, as unworthy to enjoy the benefit of that law 
which they had so periidiously and basely betrayed. It 
were an endless work to recite all the examples of this 
kind that are found in our histories and records; but 
that of Empson and Dudley must not be omitted. 
They had craftily contrived to abolish Grand Juries, 
and to draw the lives and estates of the people into ques- 
tion, without indictments by them; and by surprize, 
and other wicked practices, they gained an Act of Par- 
liament fur their countenance. Hereupon false accu- 
sations followed without number; eppression and injus- 
tice broke forth like a flood; and to yain the King’s fa- 
vour, they jilled his coffers. The indictments against 
them, mentioned in Anderson’s Repurts, are worth read- 
ing; whereby they are charged with ¢reason, “ for sub- 
* verting the daws, and customs of the land, in their 
“t proceedings without Grand Juries, and procuring the 
* murmuring and hatred of the people against the King, 
** to the great danger of him, and the kingdom.” No- 
thing could satisfy the kingdom, though the King 
was dead whom they had flattered and served, 
but such justice done upon them, and many of 
their ¢nstrumenti, and officers as MAY FOR EVER MAKE 
THE EARS OF JUDGES TO TINGLE! And it is not to be 
forgutten, that the Judges, in Queen Elizabeth’s time, in 
the case of R. Cavendish, in Anderson’s Reports, were, 
(as they told the Queen and her counsellors) by the pun- 
‘shinent of foriner judges, especially of Empson and 
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Dudley, deterred from obeying her illegal commands. 
The Queen had sent several letters under her signet? great 
men pressed them to obey her patent under the great seal ; 
and the reasons of their disobedience being required, they 
answered,— that the Queen herself, and the judges al- 
“ so, had taken an oath to keep the laws; and if they 
‘should obey her command, the laws would not war- 
‘rant them, and they should therein break’their oath, to 
*¢ the ofleace of God and their country and the common- 
*¢ wealth wherein they were born, and (say they) if we 
** had no fear of God yetthe example and punishments of 
** otiers before us who did offend the jaws, do remember 
“ and recal us from the like offences.” 

Yet all these example, like example intended to deter 
minor offenders, will be disregarded, when bad men 
think themselves protected the powerful ; and when the 
nation, accustomed to bells ef endemnity to bad minis- 
ters, shall become indifferent to the practices of their 
agents. We shall hereafter notice the preliminary ‘* Ob- 
servations’ of Col. Williams ; and conclude the present 
article by strongly recommending the pamphlet to the 
perusal of those likely to be called upon to exercise the 
office and discharge the duties of jurymen. 


ete 





MEETING OF THE BIRMINGHAM 
PITT CLUB 





A lesson to the Chairman, Mr. Isaac Spooner, in 
English History, and various hints to his friends, 
on the advantages of common sense. 


a meee 


‘* When will these things meet again ?”—SHAKsrpparg. 


The fuddlers, and wine-bibbers, of the Pitt faction, 
have really met once more, to suckle their past follies 
afresh, and clironicle their stupidity for another year. It is 
astonishing how the fear of being laughed at, prompts 
the foolish to deserve laughter ! "T have really laughed 
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these fellows to their ‘“‘ accustomed vomit ;” and they, in 
complaisant return, have kindly furnished me with rea- 
sons for additional laughter. They are probably fearful 
the gloom of my prison-house should engender too great 
a portion of spleen; and, lest my health should be en- 
dangered, they condescend to play the part of political 
mountebanks, to raise my spirils. The Radicals are bet- 
ter off, in this respect, than Monarchs anciently were ; 
for they need not pay fools to entertain them, while any 
member of any Pitt Ciub is alive. I must, of course, 
first return my thanks to the Chairman, that substitute 
for Mr. Pitt—the enlightened and enlightening, /saac 
Spooner, Esq.:—who shines as lumninously by the as- 
sistance of a phalanx of wax candles, as any other man 
could do, by similar assistance. To shew that he was at 
the head of a faction, instead of giving “ THE KING,” 
as the first toast, which might have been expected from 
such a professing loyalist, he gave the watch-word 
once used to set the town of Birmingham in flames, by 
a brutal loyal mob, at the instigation of brutes still more 
criminal, and better dressed. Yes, Isaac Spooner could 
not brook the idea of elevating his Sovereign above his 
party,—so he first gave *“* Church and King !”—infer- 
ring that the legal head of the Church is only its secon- 
dary consideration ; besides representing a British Mo- 
narch, as only King of about a tythe of his subjects ! 
This is pretty well for a loyal man—and exquisite in 
fsaac Spooner !—The next toast was the “ Royal Fa- 
“ mily,” all lumped together, like a bale of ordinary 
goods ;—instead of the decorous way in which Lord 
Eldon proceeds on such occasions—such as “ the Duke 
7 of York and the army,”—* the Duke of Clarence and 

the navy,” &c. &e. &c. of which I desire Isaac Spoo- 
ner to take notice when he next performs the part of 
double to the heaven-born tatler !—and not seem to treat 
the royalty he pretends to venerate, with as little cere- 
mony, as a printer’s devil enquires for a two-penny plate 
shi ot. at a cook’s shop! For this lesson of loyalty, 
Pe saac Spooner will be duly grateful! On the 
oasting the memory of Mr. Pitt, I own Isaac Spooner, 
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was more decorous, but, I am sorry to say, not a whit 
more wise. He reminds me of a parrot, kept by an old 
Asiatic bonze, who was served by a pretty girl called 
Beauiy. Of course, the bird was taught to save his 
master the trouble of calling his servant; and shouted 
Beauty, Beauty, Beauty, as lustily as bis master him- 
self. At last, the old bonze took it into his head to ex~ 
change his pretty maid for an old black slave of the other 
sex, and as opposite in personal appearance to Beauty, 
as the Devil of the Christians toa Mahometan Houri ;— 
still the bird, kept calling out Beauty, Beauty, and nei- 
ther the evidence of its senses, nor the endeavours of its 
master, could ever induce it to change its note. The 
gentleman in question is a political parrot, and in similar 
circumstances. In his early life, when the Pitt System 
showered down its Bank-note oh saad ity upon all its 


favourites, he learnt to call out “ Oh! rare! Billy Pitt!’ 


and when the showers are ov er, and the parched ground 
exhibits nothing but sterile drowth, he still turns his eyes 
upwards, as before, expecting perhaps, as well as wish- 
ing, that the rains would again descend, and exclaims 
sull—* Oh! rare! Billy Pitt!’ But Billy minds not 
the invocation! fe, at least, has no further occasion for 
simpletons, and therefure leaves them to their fate. I 
should, however, like to know, after wat glass, or what 
bottle, counting numerically, the following falsehood, 
and nonsense, was uttered, as it is said to have been b 
Isaac Spooner :—‘ The principle which Mr. Pitt advo- 
‘ ealed, was, that the very existence of the country de- 
: -, Dended upon resistance to the French revolutionary 
** principles, which had overthrown every ancient insti- 
** tution iu France, and threatened to involve one quar- 
“ter of the globe in common ruin and devastation. 
‘* He foresaw that the sway of a mob, disguised under 
‘“‘ the specious and ill-applied terms of liberty, and the 
*¢ rights of man would ultimately terminate in a military 
* despotism, under which every recognised form of go- 
*“ vernment, every protection for —— public or 
“ private, would be swept away! We had now the 
** benefit of twenty-five years experience by which to 
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“ judge, whether Mr. Pitt was justified in the opinion 
“which he had early formed of the progress of the 
“ Revolution in France, and its probable consequences, 
«as applied to other nations.” Now, whatever fsane 
Spooner may be, it is certain that Mr. Pitt was not such 
a blockhead, as Isaac Spooner paints him in this nonsen- 
sical daubing. Isaac, really, should remember, that it 
was not the sway of a mob, uader the banners of /¢berty, 
and the rights of man, that set Birmingham in flames, 
and “ swept away,” all protection for property, both 
public and private, but a real, downright church and 
king mob, with church and king in their mouths, and 
torches in their hands, drunk to madness, and as frantic 
with fury as the most infernal demons. Such mobs, 
Isaac, are sad things;—but, the French Revolution, 
though it endangered the lives of many, endangered ao 
property, either public or private. ‘There was no fran- 
tic devastation there, as in Birmingham ; and, if France, 
produced monsters, she sent them to the scaflold after 
their victums ; though it would certainly have been bet- 
ter had they been sent before; but ‘to do justice upon 
them at last, was yet infinitely better than thanking 
them, and rewardiny them, and affording them impunity 
—which has been done in other countries towards rogues 
as great as ever France produced. it was the cuckoo 
cry, when Isaac was at school, that all property would 
be lost, that France would be ruined; and Burke, as 
wild and foolish a cuckoo, as ever uttered common-place 
absurdity, said France would be erased from the list of 
nations; probably expecting that the army of the Duke 
of York would absolutely eat up the very earth to the 
centre, to make that vast chasm, on which historians 
were to inscribe, “ this was France!” Pitt knew bet- 
ter. He knew what the “ sway of a mob, under the 
‘* banners of liberty, and the rights of man,” had led to 
in America.—He had seen the mob triumphant over all 
the force, and all the craft of despotism !—and he was 
aware the same causes would produce the same effects in 
France, as in America; and he knew that if delusion 
were exposed and conquered so near home, it might. dis- 








{> 


THE PLACK DWARP. 


turb some of those pleasanéi dreams upon the beds of 
roses, on Which the 4oroughimongers, (of whom the 
mighty Pitt was but the mean, and despicable tool ) 
were indulging. He would not have cared if France 
had been erased from the list of nations. On the con- 
trary, he, and his masters, would have rejoiced at her 
annihilation ; and if they had thought that the Revolution 
would have swept away her private wealth, and her 
public resources, they would have applaudec! it to the 
very echo, and exulted in the mischiefs that tended to 
perpetuate their usurpations. No, no! cunning Isaac, 
it was not lest the Revelution should destroy France, 
that Pitt opposed its principles. It was because he 
knew the Revolution would renovate her powers, double 
her resources, and invigorate her people; and, above all, 
because he feared that an example of real freedom, so 
near home, would induce England to be dissatisfied with 
the shadow, and demand the substance of liberty. In- 
stead of destroying public property, the French Revolu- 
tion RESTORED the PUBLIC PROPERTY to the PUBLIC. 
Millions of waste acres, over which feudal masters had 
reigned alike the persecutors of wild beasts and otmsn. 

were partitioned among the industrious and the free. 
All the shameful usurpations of the state, and the equall 

shameful impositions of the church were annihilated :— 
and the “ sway of the mob,’ instead of destroying 
oder, consolidated a nation in defiance of the leagued 
and armed despots of the European world. The “* sway 
‘‘ of the mob,” produced leaders that defeated all the 
minions of lyranny, and sent armies to dictate the terms 
of peace at the gates, nay in the very heart, of the capi- 
tals of their enemies. Mr. Pitt never foresaw that the 
‘* sway of the mob” would produce a military despotism, 
Mr. Isaac;—and, he not only could not furesee, but he 
would not believe it! Session after session did Mr. 
Fox declare this would be the result, not of the ‘ mov 
*“¢ sway,” but of his foolish opposition to the “* mob 
** sway !”—but, with all his talent for picking the pock- 
ets of the credulous, of which he had a sufficient share , 
this’ was an event which he could not comprehend, 
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though it was plainly to be traced to his foolish measures, 
as any other effect from its natural cause. His opposi- 
tion made a military leader necessary to France ;—and 
the world had then only one instance afforded it, of 
a military leader without personal ambition. When 
Buonaparte found Pitt’s measures had made him neces- 
sary to France, he took advantage of that necessity to 
erect himself into the personal arbiler of its fate;— 
and it was to the folly of Pitt as a primary cause, 
that France was indebted for its military preponderance, 
and finally for her military despotism. But pray 
[saac, cunning Isaac, (f know not whether thou art 
liitle, or big—a dwarf, like myself—or a porpoise in 
bulk, like Sir W. Curtis) in what instance was either 
public, or private property, swept away, in France, 
even under the military despotism ? It remained in- 
finitely more secure than in England, where, witboul a 
revolution, if not without a military despotism, it has 
been “ swept away,” with a vengeance? Come, Isaac, 
come now, bea /itt/e rational. Pornt out the facts from 
which you make your assertions! Let us have some- 
thing besides the o/d gabbie of the Pitt School! Ask 
“your brother, who is a little wiser, to lend you his pri- 
mer as he learns it, and take you with him through his 
new course of studies. The principles, you see, are yet 
spreading :—and even the Courier contends the French 
revolution was a good thing, has had its advantages, and 
ihat its effects ought not to be disturbed. Spain and 
Portugal are making the same road. Italy will follow 
ihe example. Greece has already began to do so, and 
South America exhibits a series of empires rising on the 
basis of “ mob sway,” and prociaiming the rights of 
man! Are you not frightened, Isaac, to hear all this. 
Do you not see, that your masters have wasted twenty- 
live years, and ¢wo thousand millions of money, to put 
down principles which remain in greater force than be-~ 
fore? Ab! fsaac! this is a sad result of-all your sacri- 
tices. Yet one can hardly call the Pitt Faction fools :-— 
for the proverb says, “ experience makes fools wise !” 
— no experience seems to mend them ; and therefore 
hey must be even zorse lhan fools! Poor Isaac! I can 
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bul pity (hee. Thou art past learning, I fear. What 
nightmare sat upen thy brooding breast, and prompted 
thee to say that thy ancesters ‘* over-run half France 
“ with their véctortous armies!” Dost thou not know, 
Isaac, that France turned the scale, and made thy vecto- 
rious ancestors run back again? But, poor Isaac, there 
is yet another historical reminiscence for thee. IHfast 
thou forgot that a handful of Norman Banditti, from a 
province of this very France, not only over-run, but 
actually conquered this very England, consolidated their 
conquest, put the captain of the banditti upon the 
English throne, seized upon the property, both pub- 
ic and private of the English, and established a monar- 
chial and military despotism which lasted for ages, and 
of which many traces still remain? Art aware of this, 
Isaac? aye, man! Come, speak out? Tell us how far 
thou learnt at school: and I will endeavour to make up 
the deficiencies of thy education, by a few lectures which 
thou mayest vead at thy leisure, as 1 am really anxious 
the disciple of a confessed — should not be altoge- 
thera——! Thou canst see, Isaac, that some sacri- 
fices have been made. ‘There is some comfort in this, as 
if skews thee, not to be guiéte blind :—but they were ne- 
cessary thou sayest, and so they were. They were ne- 
cessary to support the borough traffic, the siate abuses, 
the church exactions, and other venerable corruptions, 
which in thy cant, are venerated by all who make profié 
of them:—as they would venerate the iasi of the Goths, 
or the prince of darkness, for greater emoluments. Ah! 
Isaac! this veneration will not Jast much longer ; for 
ere long nothing will be made of it. The Hiberaicism of 
sacrificing half'to protect the whole is no longer suffi- 
ciently ridiculous. The nation is in the condition ofa 
traveller who was attacked by thieves. A cunning fel- 
low, like Billy Pitt, came up, while he was endeavouring 
to compound with them. ‘S Don’t make any terms with 
** the rogues,” said the new-comer.- “ Fight it out, and 
‘¢ | will help you!’ He took his new friend’s advice, 
fought it out, beat off the rogues, treated his ally with a 
quart of ale, got drunk over his victory, had his pocket 
picked by his friend, and waked in the morning sore 
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wiih his bruises, his head aching with his debauchery, 
and as poor as if he had been quietly robbed, and slept in 
a whole skin. The pick-pocket, however, applauded 
his spéréé, complimented him on his gory, and declared 
him the finest fellowin the whole world. Thus have the 
Pitt Club men treated that silly old brawler, John Bull. 
Parson Spry, it is needless to say anything more 

than he proposed the health of Zsaac Spooner ! 

‘¢ But why should 1 mention the prattling b: other ? 

For naming the one you may guess at the other !” 
Nor shall I notice Vice-President Price, as his virtues 
have not come under my observation. Sut I must no- 
tice the pretty compliment paid to Counsellor Clarke, 


whose name was coupled with his exertions in behalf of 


the liberty of the press, and the instances of his services 
quoted, were his being always retained against it, in 
Crown, or local persecutions! But they should not 
have mentioned his giving his professional assistance. 
He was ready enough to seé/ it, no doubt; and as his ta- 
lents are not of an order very likely to be requisite in 
defence of the press, he was always at liberty to be hired 
on the other side. A little tater, we find Mr. Parson 
Spry preposing another health, that of Mr. George 
Barker, the honorary secretary, who advertised the club 
was dead, and thenthat it had come to life again! How 
came it that nobody proposed the health of Parson Spry ! 
—for though the Aing’s healih was drank after Mr. 
Spooner’s, Mr. Price’s, Mr. Clarke’s, and Mr. Barker’s, 
it appears that the reverend proposer of thanks to all be- 
side, was totally forgotten!!! Shocking to relate, an ac- 
cident happened, which set ali order at defiance, and put 
all decorum out of the question. This is noé related in 
the paper. There it is said, the members separated ata 
late hour, much gratified with the proceedings of the day. 
My private accounts say otherwise—and that an event 
occurred, with which the reverend gentlemen, at 
any rate, would not profess themselves gratified. 
fam told that a loyal butcher, contrary to all 
precedent, rose about eight o’clock, and  abso- 
lutely routed the whole company, by the proposition of 
an obscene toast, the grossness of which was not dimin- 
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ished by any refinement of language. An apology was 
required ; but the loyal butcher was obstinate in his own 
mode of shewing an attachment to church and state ! no 
apology would he make !—and, sad to tell, the harmony 
of ————was destroyed by the obscenity of a——/ fare~- 
well gentlemen Pittites ! In future Reverend gentlemen 
had better endeavour to amend the liyes of their own 
partizans, and friends, than to slander the Reformers ; 
or to commit men to prison as vagrants because they 
are political opponents. While honestly labouring te 
maintain their families by their industry. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
TO THE EDITOR, 








a 
SIR, 


I beg leave to suggest to NESTOR AOPXO#OPOS, the ce- 
iebrated author of ** Military hints to the Greeks,” that the pistol 
which he recommends should have two locks and two barrels, --- 
being more likely to answer a better purpose than two pistols ; as 
one only canbe used at atime. A double barrelled pistol will cost 
less than two single ones ; and while in the band, either barrell 
may be discharged discretionally, as objects present themselves, 
much easier and quicker than two single ones. It will be like- 
wise less cumbersome, and not so likely to fall into the hands of 
ihe enemy, IF this tint shonld be thought worthy of notice, 
it is much at the indefatigable author’s service, to do as he 
thinks best with, if his valuabler pamphletshould go to ase. 
cond edition. 

Wishing him health, to witness his labours here, and else- 
where, being crowned with success, 
lam, &c. &e. 
W. GOODMAN. 


Markei-place, Warwier, 5th Jan. 





re “ar ~ \YAT The 
FO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Messrs. Edmonds and Maddocks requests us to acknowledge the 
receipt of One Pound each, from the Birmingham Union, by the 
bands of Mr. Lakin. 

Che box of teys, intended for Christmas presents to the Ministry, 
Judges, and other £riends of the Black Dwarf, has not yet bee 
received fromthe manufacturer. They shall be duly fopwarded 
when they arrive. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. LXXXVIIE. 
~SeaEe 
‘¢ My Masters of Misrule! 1 havea erow to pluck with you.” 


Onp Pray. 


———— 


547. Without freedom of thought, there can be no such thing 
aswisdom: and no such thing as public liberty without free- 
dom of speech; which is the right of every man, as far as by It 
he does nor hurt and controul the right of another ; aad this Is 
the only check which it ought to suffer, the only bounds which 
it ought to know. This sacred privilege is so essential to free 
government, that the security of property and the freedom of 
speech always gd together: and in those wretched countries 
where a man cannot call his tongue his own, he can scarce 
call any thing else his own. Whoever would overthrow the 
liberty of the nation, must begin by subduing the freedom of 
speech,—a thing terrible to public traitors, This secret was so 
well known to the Court of King Charles the First, that his 
wicked ministry procured a proclamation to forbid the peo- 
ple to talk of parliaments, which those traitors had laid aside. 
To assert the undoubted right of the subject, and defend his 
Majesty’s legal prerogative, was called disaffection, and punished 
as sedition: nay, people were forbid to talk of religion in their 
families; for the priests had combined with the ministers to 
cook up tyranny, and suppress truth and law. While the Jate 
King James (when Duke of York) went avowedly to mass, men 
were fined, imprisoned, and undone, for saying that he was a 
papist! and that King Charles the Second might live more se- 
curely a papist, there was anact of Parliament made, declaring 
it treason to say that he was one! That men ought to speak 
well of their governors, is true, while their governors deserve to 
be well spoken of; but to do public mischief without hearing of 
it, is only the prerogative of felicity and of tyranny : a free people 


will ever be shewing that they are so, by their fieedom of speech. 
Thomas Gordon, Cato’s Letters, 1720. 


7 aR 


548. All reformations of religion seldom extend farther than 


Vou. VITI.—No. 2. 
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the mere opinions of men: the amendment of their lives and 
conversations are equally unuregarded by all Churches, how 
much soever they differ in doctrine and discipline. And though 
all the reformation our Saviour preached to the world, was 
only repentance ‘and amendment of life, without taking any 
notice at all of men’s opinions and judgments; yet all the 
Christian Churches take the contrary course, and believe te- 
ligion more concerned in one erroneous opinion, than all the 
most inhuman and impious actions in the world.—Samueé 
Butler. Thoughts on Various Subjects, 1660, 





549. Custom aggravates sin, This temporal dignity of the 
Prelates, from our kings, to be Barons, and to have place in 
parliament, &c. is, as the fearned witnesseth, not much above 
40U years standing. ‘The author of the abstract (Willett, 
Synop), is of that mind, that Henry the 2d was the first that 
put this dignity upon them, to sit in Parliament and the Star- 
chamber, taking his ground from Math. Paris, (Sicut c@eteré 
Barones, §c.) Bishops and Archbishops, as they have their 
possessions, so shall they have their Baronies from the King, 
and sit in Courts of Judgment, as other Barons, till it come 
to matter of life or member. There is no recital here of for- 
mer grants, as apparently there would have been, had there 
been any such. <A certain writer of the Ecclesiastical History, 
shews sundry instances of parliamentary laws, without either 
presence or consent of the prelates. Yea, King Edward the 
Ist, as we have shewed, Excluso e(lero, as one saith,—thrust- 
ing out the prelates, enacted laws with his Barons and Com- 
mons. In the reign of Philip de Valois, the French King, it 
was enacted, that no priest or ecclesiastical person, should be 
deputed to assist at the parliament, or where the affairs of state 
should be determined or treated. ‘The reason is penned also ; 
Because they should wait upon their spiritual functions, By 
all this, wherein we could have been much larger, your 
honors may consider what wrong this Amphibian brood doth 
tu the ofiice of the Ministry, what indignity to yourselves, what 
hurt to the Church, King, and State. ‘The word of a glorious 
martyr, ( Tindal, in his treatise of obedience) are like to be 
too truly verified of us: Woe tothat kingdom, where they are 
either of the Council or of the Parliament. Yea, their counsel is 
as profitable to the King or State, as the fox to the geese,or 
the wolves to the sheep —Dr, Alexander Leighton. An 
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Appeal to the Parliament, or Sion’s plea against the Prelacy, 
1028. 


550. But in the mean time we are able to prove, if the na- 
tion wanted any satisfaction in that point, that King Williams — 
a prince of God’s sending, and whom he have in his special 
keeping !—is the rightfullest King that ever sat on the English 
throne. For he is set up by the same hands which made the 
first King, and which hereafter will make the last, and which 
have always unmade all tyrants as fast as they could. And the 
realm has not chosen him likea Persian King, by the neighing 
of a horse, or by some light accident; but in the wisest way, 
aud upon the most weighty and valuable considerations. For 
if he had not come, there had not been a kingdom for him to 
govern. England had now been a wilderness of howling Irish, 
u rendezvous of French apostolic dragoons, anest of priests 
aud jesuits, and any thing but a kingdom. So that he isa 
prince who governs his own kingdom, which he first saved from 
perishing ; and though conquest never was a title, yet redemp- 
tion is. In such cases men used heretofore to become slaves 
to their deliverers; now this, indeed, isa thing impossible for 
Englishmen, but they never had such a temptation to it before. 
The least they can do is to make him a present of their lives 
and fortunes,—not in foolish and flattering addresses, but in 
real services, and to perpetuate his benefits to this nation tothe 
world’s end, by passing them into such advantageous laws for 
the public, as could not be had in other reigns.— Rev. Samuel 


Johnson. Remarks on Dr. Sherlock's Book, &e. (i ; 
face), 1689. , We. (in the pre 


551. But because you are to be there, not only Chief Justice 
but a Counsellor of Estate, I will put you in mind of the great 
work now in hand, that you may raise your thoughts according 
unto it. Ireland is the last ex filiis Europe, which hath been 
reclaimed from desolation, and a desert, in many parts, to hu- 
manity and civility. ‘This is the King’s work in chief, it is his 
garland of heroical virtue and felicity, denied to his progeni- 
tors, and reserved to his times. The work is not yet conducted 
to perfection, but it is in fair advance : and this I will 
fidently, that if God bless this kingdom with peace and jus- 
tice, nO usurer 1s so sure in seven’ years space to double his 
prencipal with interest, and tnterest upon interest, as that 
kingdom is within the same time to double the stock both of 


say COon- 
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wealth and people. So as that kingdom, which once withie 
these twenty years wise men were wout to doubt, whether they 
should wish it to be ina pool, is like now to become almost a 
garden, and younger sister to Great Britain: and, therefore, 
you must set down with yourself to be, not only a just Go- 
vernor and a good Chief Justice, as ¢f tf were in England, 
but, under the King and the Deputy, you are to be a master- 
builder, and a master-planter, and reducer of Ireland.— F. 
Bacon, Lord Verulan. Speech (as | crd Chancellor ) to Sir 
Wm. Jones, upon his calling to be Lord Chief Justice of 
Ireland, 1017. 


552. PARTY! thou nightmare of this latter time! 
Who shedd’st e’en now thy curses o’er our clime, 
Sterility upon the barren earth, 
Hate and dismay on each domestic hearth, 
Coldness between the friends of early years, 
Between the sire and son-degrading fears, 
And shame and dark mistrust in madd? ning strife 
Between the husband and the biameless wife, 
Aud last and worst, disgrace upon the bed 
Of the pure matvon slumbering with the dead! 
What boon, what precious gift canst thou bestow 
To expiate thy fiendish acts below? 
What hast thou compass’d ? what ennobling end 
Dost thou secure, whose iron fingers lend 
Their cankering chains, in horrid spell to bind 
Each nobler impulse of a mi: glity mind ; 
Whose inspirations, fraught with malice keen, 
Obscuring every sense by petty spleen, 
Enlist that pen in base detraction’s cause, 
Bound to uphold the rigor of our laws ? 
What noble end? ‘The page of history ? 
The patriot’s voice —the Christian’s pray’r—reply,— 
None! anda cause by links so base combin’d, 
Deserves the scorn it meets with from mankind, 

Anon. Lines to Sir Walter Scott, an acknowledged supporter 

of ‘ The Beacon, Se. Morning Chronicle, Nov. 23, i821. 


553. Every man has a natural right to his liberty ; and whio- 
ever endeavours to ravish it from him, deserves death more than 
the robber who attacks us for our money on the highway,— 
Farl of Chesterfield. Letters to to hes Son, 1777. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
rom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 


Yellow Bonze, at Japan! 


—_—— 


SYMPTOMS OF THE NEW YEAR—AND EFFECTS OF THE 
PAST. 


Respectep YELLOW FRIEND, 

The last year leaves, and the new one 
finds me, in my little cell; to which, by the bye, I have 
taken some sort of liking. One cannot remain long in 
any situation, but it discovers something that interests 
us :—and, I shall probably take leave of my prison-house 
with some litte reluctance, mingled with the natural 
exultation at beiugagain free! Allow me to recal that 
expression. Free, indeed! The list of freemen in 
England might be enrolled in a sheet of foolscap paper, 
and perhaps there would still be room enough left in it 
for the insertion of the list of all the freemen in Europe, 
Spain and Portugal excepted; where every one may be 
free who has sufficient courage to assert his freedom, 
and array himself under the banners which liberty has 
erected on the ruins of despotism in church and state. 
Here, freedomis a jest, an idle boast. There is no n.an 
who can call his property his own: and though he may 
be allowed to walk a litle fartherthan I, he only “drags 
al cach remove, a lengthening chain,” and must return 
to the stake towhich he is tethered at las}. Iam spared 
tle toil of wearysome exertion ; and all the toil of leav- 
ing home to go back again—of mixing in the throng, 
Who are only bustling to enable others to turn their 
bustling to account! Is it not somewhat singular, that 
the retirement, the peaceful solitude, after which all 
men pant as the reward of incessant application, should 
be selected as a means of punishment? What are the 
seclusion of a monastery, the retirement of a country 


house, the privacy of the study, but so many modes of 
Von, Vill. Nv. 2. ta ” 


~ 
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voluntary imprisonment! The austerity imposed upos 
various religious orders, far exceeds even the chastise- 
ment of ordinar y offenders. The monastic is not more 
convenient than the prison cell—and the duration of the 
penalty is for life! Such is the way in which the reason 
would trea! imprisonment ; but the heart revolts at the 
conclusions, and re-echoes the sentiments of Sterne. 
Disguise thy self as thou wilt, still, slavery! still thou 

Cart a. bitter draught ; and though thousands, in all 
‘* ages liave been wnaile to taste of the ‘e, thou art no less 

‘hitter on that account!” Te who chooses penance. 
has the satisfaction, and sometimes the prede, of know- 
inv that he is his own tormentor ; and as we easily for- 
vive ourselves for our offences against ourselves, we 
readily do those things voluntarily, whiel hare the great- 
est hardships, when foreed upon us by others. There 
was a period, when the most powerful monarch was not 
so Well Jodged in his palace, as I in my prison; and the 
lime is nol “yet Jost in the obscurity of distant ages, when 
ihe castles and strong holds of the disturbers of the earth 
were nothing better than prisons for their owners. They 
did, indeed, sometimes venture out of their fortresses 
When necessity or rapine urged them forth; but it was 
only tu prowl like wild beasts through the fores ts, in 
search of prey, with which to retreat again to their 
fastnesses which confined them. Yet the misery of their 
condition dees not diminish the privations of mine; for 
if none Were happier than Lam here, I feel I could be 
much happier elsewhere—even in Japan, were I free te 
roam unmolested over its glades and mountains, and. 
wile | gazed upon the surrounding ocean, ] were per- 
mitted to forget that any two- lexeed monster counter- 
neted Une benevolence of nature Here, however, | 
musi remain, until I have tasted the full measure of 
hugtish Libertys A bitterer cup than this boasted 
Liessing has scliom been offered to the lips of man. | 
am sulicicnlly disgusted’ with it already ; and, by the 
time | have sipped ull the dregs, [ shall wal nigh be 
puisouicd with iis nausca, The tyranny of Japan is to 
mye more pisaiable. for it is more consistent. and mere 
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even-handed. Would I had never exchanged it for this 
iand of cells and chains, of debts and taxes, of paupers 
and slaves! {lang their poets for a race of fibbers! and 
‘heir historians for a horde of fulsome flatterers. 
i am now tempted to write the AUTHENTIC HISTORY of 
these [sLANDERS myself—to set a fair and clea mirror 
before them, that they may see what apes have been de- 
scribed aslions,and what very asses have worn thelionsskin, 
without having been discovered even by theirbraying. My 
leisure affords me the opportunity of collecting thematerials 
and my indignation at perceiving the deceptions that are 
passing current, will be a sufficient incentive. How 
some blockheads would stare, to see the current of noble 
blood, which for ages has been held up to the adoration 
of the ignorant, traced upwards through deeds of vil- 
lainy that disgrace the annals of history, to the muddy 
puddle that ran through the veins of some common thief, 
some daring outlaw, some successful marauder, or some 
inidnight assassin! to see Kings descended from wretches 
who should have graced the scaffold ; and even those 
wretches themselves suffered to disgrace thrones—and to 
wade through the blood of the innocent to their guilty 
elevation! I will leave this work as a legacy to the bo- 
roughmongers ; and shall not forget to set their usurya- 
tion of national rights, and their pillage of the nation, 
in so just a light, as may enable the. most ordinary block- 
head to ascertain hor much he is indebted tothem. Of 
course, the Church shall not be forgotten. It would be 
cmpiety, to neglect the record of the manayement by 
which it appropriated to ¢tself, what was meant for the 
poor, and the friendless, and the stranger. This trait 
of the character of the earliest descendants of the Re- 
formation, must have full justice done to its piety and 
morality, by somebody ; and as I owe great obligations 
in the shape of falsehood and slander, to many of its 
sons, [ will endeayour to repay them with a LITTLE 
TRUTH—a Gitler, but most wholesome, food to some 
species of clerical uppetites! It is the more requisite 
that I should look into the ages that are past, because I 
em told I shall hardly be able to recognize the world 
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that I have left, if no hereditary cancer, accidental fire» 
or sudden inflammation, should prevent me from revisit- 
ing it. Every thing about it, is in rapid change. The 
old ultra-loyalists, the life-and-last guinea men, I am 
informed, are now metamorphosed from growling mas- 
tiffs, into downright sneaking curs ; and instead of grin- 
ning so fiercely, and shewing their teeth so bitterly, as 
they used to do, they turn their tails, and absolutely cry 
craven, when they are reminded of their former profes- 
sions! The honest old Tory, for there are some honest 
Tories, men who dave really believed all was for the best, 
begins now to look like a disappointed angler, when the 
fish for which he has been patiently waiting all day, after 
a thousand nibbles, is at last caught, but runs away with 
both hook and line, just as the poor fisherman expected 
to drag him out of the water! The prize they expected 
at the conclusion of the war has slipped through their 
fingers, just as they thought to grasp it, as the air-drawn 
dagger eluded the grasp of Macbeth! Instead of the 
plenty, which was to enable them to resume their an- 
cient hospitality; and to drown all grumbling and dis- 
content, in old October, or generous Port—they find 
nothing but the distress, which their opponent predicted 
must follow those measures which they patronized as 
essential to the safety of Church and State! They even 
begin to think that Church and State may be purchased 
too dearly, by the ruzn of the nation’ The old simile 
of being in duty bound to pay the bill, after having eaten 
the dinner, fails to satisfy them; as they find the tax- 
vatherer calling quarter after quarter for the bill, when 
there is no longer any dinner furnished:—and, as the 
Tories are a cunning, if not a wise race oi people, I should 
not be surprized, if some of the old English Esquires 
(if the breed be not entirely extinct) were to throw 
down the first gauntlet, to the demands of the appetite 
of Church and State. 

The poor farmers, who were used to mount yeomanry 
horses, aud drink Church and State, and King and Con- 
stitution, until they could drink no more, and were 
ob ved to be rolled home from market, are sadly changed. 
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You no longer hear them descanting upon the qualities 
of port and sherry, or cursing the landlords for not hav’ 
ing better claret, or champagne, or burgundy! They 
have not yet, perhaps, taken the advice of Sux Isaac 
Coffin, who told them to put on their smock frocks, drive 
their own carts, thrash their own corn, and let their 
wives and daughters feed the pigs, and tend the poultry ; 
but they haye returned to some of the simple habits of 
their ancestors. At the first market-table of a market- 
town in the centre of the country, a few days since, the 
reckoning of the company amounted to five pence each ! 
This is frugality, with @ vengeance /—when there was a 
time that the farmer would have thought himself mean, 
if he had not swallowed one bottle of wine; and when 
the jolly fellows amongst them would hardly stop at five ! 
Then they fed the system, and the system fed them.— 
Now they find the system must be fed, although it not 
only has ceased to feed, but threatens to starve them, 
into the bargain. However there is one comfort for 
them. While the system starves them, it starves itself; 
and they may be both ruined together. Such staunch 
friends and mutual defenders as they have been, ought 
to exult, that “as in life they were united, so in death 
‘* shall they not be divided.” At a large manufacturing 
town, called Coventry, near the agricultural town alluded 
to, a still more melancholy instance of the “ returning 
‘¢ prosperity,” was afforded. Two farmers went into a 
house of public entertainment ; their old habits of despo- 
tism and extravagance, prevented their palates froin being 
satisfied, as their ancestors were, with simple malt 
liquor ; and their pockets forbade their usual indulgen- 
ces, in wine and spirits. To accommodate themselves 
as far as possible to circumstances ; and to please their 
palates as far as circumstances would allow, one of them 
called fora small glass of brandy and water, and the 
other, desired the waiter to oblige bim with an empty 
glass. When the orders were executed, the two farmers 
divided the liquor, by pouring half of it into the empty 
glass, and each contributed threc-pence half-penay, 
vhicb is only ahalf-penny more than a pint of the bever- 
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age of his forefathers would cost at present. These um 

cidents are better demonstrations of the effect producec 
by the measures of Church and State upon the genera! 
class, than any elaborate dissertation ; for they are inci- 
dents which cannot be misrepresented or misunder- 
stoad. When it was stated that a farmer complained 
heavily on the Corn-exchange that times were very 
bad, and immediately after he hod left it, went to 
a music-sellers, and gave sixty-five guineas for a 
piano-forle for his daughter, it proved nothing ei- 
ther against the consistency of the man, or the 
nature of the times. There are yet many men who 
find the times very bad, but who are not yet dependent 
upon the times. These are men who may discover that 
they can make no more profit by farming, who have se- 
cured themselves from any immediate loss of what they 
possess. And sucha man might be able to supply him- 
self and his family with their accustomed luxuries, not- 
withstanding. He who could aflord to buy such an in- 
strument, might yet have just reason to complain: for 
had he been as successful as he wished, he might have 
treated each of hisdaughters with a musical instrument,and 
I can see no reason why farmers’ daughters should not be 
as good musicians as the daughters of theirlandlords, nor 
can I perceive any reason why the musical instrument 
maker and hisjourneymen,should not be encouraged by the 
farmer, as Well as by any other class of society. But 
When a man reduces his personal expences, and alters 
his usual habils for more frugal ones, he evinces an in- 
capacily to maintain those appearances, which most men 
uphold as long as they can. Another instance has been 
allorded me of the decay of means amongst the farmers, 
Which is at conclusive as the low prices of provisions, and 
the certainty, while distress makes one class eager to 
sell, and renders ‘the other incompetent to buy, that 
protecting duties will do no good tu any one, but occa- 
sion much mischief to all. A grocer, in Warwick, who 
was accustomed to sell hal/ a hundred weis ht of sweat- 
meats, and candies, for the festivities of Christmas, has 
this year fuund his sale reduced to fen or tirelve pounds. 
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_a reduction of four-fifths of the tormer consumption! 
Yet in the face of all this, the country is told, that the 
revenue, Which depends upon consumption for its 
amount 1s encreasing, while the consumption is de- 
creasing! Need any thing further be said to shew the 
deceptive nature of the accounts which are published 
quarterly of its proceeds! Is it possible they can be 
correct '—or that any confidence can be reposed in them ? 
Those who manufacture them, may quote figures correct- 
ly enough from the documents :—but do they withhold 
nothing? Do they quote ali? Do they play no tricks ? 
i dare say Dr. Slop will vouct for the accuracy of the 
publications; and those who are disposed to admit his 
testimony as valid, may set them down as authentic. 
For my part, while ¢he state, that is, the virtuous m- 
nistry, ean issue exchequer bills at tacir pleasure; while 
i know that exchequer bills are proofs that the exche- 
quer is epty;—and while [ know that the Bank often 
issues Bank-notes to supply the deficiency of the revenue 
io meet the charges upon it—I cannot believe any state- 
ments of the prosperity of the revenue, in opposition to 
the general distress. 

The landlords are in some instances reducing their 
rents twenty, o: thirty per cent. Suppose this reduction 
to have arisen froma sense of justice, and that they get 
the remainder of their rents, still they have so much the 
lessto spend. The man of five thousand a-year would 
receive bul four thousand, and he must curtail his expen- 
diture one fifth. This aeest reduce the revenue, ina 
proportionate ratio. I[t is therefore impossible that it 
can encrease! But this reduction of rents is, in most 
cases, a fallacy. It arises from the conviction of the 
landlord that he cannot get the whole of the rent, that 
the farmers cannot pay ; and he has to choose between 
running the risk of losing all, and having his farms 
thrown upon his hands, or taking what the farmer can 
pay. A wise landlord, of course, prefers the latter al- 
ternative; but he is cunning enough to make a merit of 
the apparent sacrifice ; and by so doing induce the cre- 
dulous farmer to raise as much money as he can, lo re- 
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pay the imagined generosity. In point of justice the 
rents ought to be reduced, upon an average, full one 
half! while the reduction amounts but toa fifth. If 
the landlord obtains four-fifths, he is still a gainer of 
three tenths. Thus a farm let at a hundred per annum, 
is not worth more than fifty. Ifa landlord gets eighty, 
by a reduction of twenty, he still obtains thirty more 
than the farmer ought to pay, with reference to the prices 
of his produce. I[t is, nonsense, therefore, to talk about 
this reduction as an act of generosity for which the far- 
mer should be thankful. Itis a measure suggested b 

necessity and policy on the part of the landlord. He 
might ruin the farmer, it is true, by insisting upon the 
achole at once; but it would be a means of the more 
readily ruining himself! The farmers ought to feel 
the ground on which they stand, and tell their landlords, 
that without a reduction of one half of their rents, they 
would not attempt to go on, under the present destructive 
circumstances. They might as well do this at once, 
while they may have something left; as lose their last 
farthing in a ridiculous endeavour to struggle with diffi- 
culties that must eventually overwhelm them. If it be 
asked whatare the landlords to do, with incomes reduced 
one half, I would whisper in their ears, let them endea- 
vour to make the ministers reduce all salaries one half, 
all taxes one half, the interest of the national debt one 
half, and abolish all useless expenditure; and then they 
might drag on their system a ditile while longer. It 
would not then, long withstand the incessant assaults of 
reason and ridicule to which it must be exposed; but it 
would do less mischief while it existed, produce less irri- 
tation in the minds of its opponents ; and, though its dis- 
solution would not be regretted, its memory might be the 
less hated. Advice, however, is hopeless on this head. A 
degree of public virtue, in all classes, is requisite to re- 
generate a sinking state, or to delay the fall ofa totter- 
ino nation, which is seldom found in the period of na- 
tional decay. The ministry become absolute from long 
experience of the inefficacy of the public voice, when di- 
vided, to check the progress of their measures ; and im - 
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perious, from long-continued success, deride and mock at 
the isolated attempts, and unsupported endeavours of 
individuals, or separate classes, to remove them from 
their seats, or to combat their proceedings. 

Class after class is ruined, and that simultaneous effort 
of all parties in behalf of the common weal, which could 
alone prove effectual, is neglected in a mutual and un- 
founded jealousy of the different parties. Insuchadilemma, 
the ruin of all is inevitable? Nor till the ship is wreck- 
ed, will the jarring crew agree about what is best to be 
done, or in what direction the vessel should be steered. 
But when that event does take place, all will perceive 
theirfolly,except that Party,which knowing such acatas- 
trophe to be certain, and prepared for its vccurrence, will 
be most able to derive from it all the advantages that 
are left to theenergeticin suchadilemma. I have warned 
all sides—at no little risk—and at some injury—to my- 
self. They cannot therefore blame me for their misfor- 
tunes. Icannoteven flatter myselfthat the‘ cheap publi- 
cations ” have produced the low priees, or the late bad 
weather. Indeed the ministry must begin to see the 
“ two-penny trash” was not the necessary parent of re- 
volutions ; since Spain and Portugal, as well as South 
America, where not even the name of Radical was known, 
havemanaged to bring about revolutions without the previ- 
ous incentive of the press. I expect, in fact that some 
Radical, writers will be sent over to Ireland, where they 
would do much more good than the Marquis of Wellesley 
to reason them out of their atrocities and teach them to 
look at the real causes, and authors of their mise- 
ries, and to point out to them the effectual means of ob- 
taining redress. Jt isa matter of undoubted fact, that 
the ** cheap trash ” has put down the spirit of destroying 
butchers and bakers shops, i Ss 4 

S at ps, in England ; and I would 
answer for its producing a similar effect with respect to 
the burnings and murders, in Ireland. There is onl 
one thing, which the ministers could object to this scheme ; 
—that isas the “cheap trash ” would make the Irish po- 
pulation reasonable beings, they would become ration- 
ally clamourous for a participation in the enjoyment 
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of the rights of man! But they would rather thes 
should remain ferocious. and be continually exposed te 
the consequences of that ferocity, than have them meta- 
morphosed into peaceable citizens, and quiet neighbouis. 
If any men prefer the latter, be the evil on their heads— 
rest the responsibility with them—as the authors of all, 
the enormities which they cowéd prevent, and would not. 
They must be strange rulers, who would prefer the sa- 
vage state in which Ireland is plunged, to the rationa! 
enquiry which prevails in England, and in Scotland, 
upon political subjects. The civilization and pacification 
of Ireland would be an admirable occupation for the 
patriot, and the philanthropist. With what delight would 
he proceed to that neglected and insulted portion of the 
earth, armed with fuil powers to stay the hand of op- 
pression, to restrain the passions which oppression has 
excited, and distress maddened into frenzy—to bid in- 
dustry reclaim the waste, and improve the fertiic—to 
make man co-operate with the author of Nature, and 
reap his sweet reward in the enjoyment of existence 
But this is the dream of an enthusiast! A thorough 
courtier, would not sacrifice his emoluments to make an 
‘den of the world ; though he might not scruple to dou- 
ule them by converting it into a hell. 
Thy Friend and Well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





LEGAL CONTRARIETIES. 
-——aag eo 

‘Tt is safer for one man to steal a horse, than for avother 

to look overa hedge.’— Provens. 

li we were to say that we had tought our judges to consider 
acts of parliament of more consequence than thetr own opini- 
ons, we should be accused of personal vanity, and egotism : 
and yet those who contrast the different degrees of respect 
paid to the Jaw, in our case, and in the postponement of 
the Bridge-street Gang prosecutions, together with the case 
against the John Bull slanderers of the past week, will find 
that the courts have, from some source or other, discovered 
that 1) some instances, acts of parliament are paramount to 
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judicial prejudices, Ourseives, and our fellow-suflerers have 
been imprisoned in equal neglect of law, and disregard of 
justice. Every perversion of the law agaist us,—every con- 
tempt of it in the proceedings,—every misrepresentation o1 the 
facts — wag justified, apologized for, or defended by the Court 
of King’s Bench. We proved partiality, and departure from 
his usual practice, to our prejudice, on the part of the packer of 
the jury; and we were told, that packing juries, one of the 
heaviest of the crimes of that misgovernment, which cost 
Charies his head, and James his crown, was leg:l, even agains: 
tlie principles of law ; and justifiable against the dictates oi 
reason, ia the reign of George the fourth; We proved that 
we had demanded the legal means of purifying the packed Jury, 
aud had been refused the application of them. We proved 
that the local authorities kad neglected to comply with the 
regulations of the act of parliament and we were told that 
it was immaterial! Nor did the injustice stop here; if the 
law reports of Barnwall and Alderson are to be credited ; for 
those reports make the Court of King’s Bench FALSIFY 
OUR CASE, in its statement of grounds for a judgment 
against us! The Lord Chief Justice is perfectly aware of the 
existence of this report, and that it has beeu publicly de: 
@ounced inthe BLACK Dwarf, asthus FALSIFYING A CASE, 
which it pretends to decide; for we have addressed a letter to 
that important personage, calling his attention to the false- 
hoods i cuutains, and calling upon him also. to redeem thie 
character of the court from the disgrace of giving utterance 
'osuch a mass of absurd sophistry, apparent falsehood, and 
direct injustice. He has been silent. Let him have the benefit 
of that silence. If he will not reply to us, he may reply to the 
legislature, if there yet exist amy means of an individual ap- 
pealing successfully against the substitution of opinion for daw, 
and prejudice (to use the mildestiterm) for justice. The court, 
however, has become more cautious ; though on the motion 
against the Marshal of the King’s Bench for non-residence in 
the prison, or in the rules, it took upon itself to declare that 
the Marshal was not liable to any blame, for violating the ab- 
solute directions of an Act of Parliament, which it yet declared 
imperative! A strange manner Of treating an imperative law, 
our readers will probably imagine ; but the factis on record ; 
and, instead of being punialed, or even reprimanded for a 
breach of the law, the officer was complimented upon his con- 
uct, declared liable to no blame ; and only requested to comply 
“ith the provisions of the Act in future. The Marshal of the 








Hs THE BLACK DWARF 


King’s Bencu, however, is not a parliamentary reformer £ On 
the contrary he received his appointment for his assistance in 
the prosecution of the Dean of St. Asaph, for the publication 
of the admirable tract, which was one of the pioneers of the 
progress which reform has recently made. Our comments 
on the burlesque judgment reported by Barnewall and Al- 
derson had not then appeared. Since we have analysed that 
piece of mischievous nonsense, we have witnessed a degree of 
caution, with reference to Acts of Parliament totally inconsis- 
tent with the apparently contemptuous iudifierence, with which 
they seemed treated, when their provisions were in our favor, 
and in favor of the general liberty of the subject. ‘The Lord 
Chief Justice, indeed, could not perceive how Alderman Gar- 
ratt, as one of the Bridge-street Gang, could be interested in 
the issue of their prosecutions: He seemed to think the Al- 
derman a worthy, honest sort of man, in spite of evidence of 
the bad company he had kept to the coutrary, and in spite, 
also, of the fact that his money, by far the best part of his 
judgment, was left in the pockets of the gang, to do more 
mischief than his head could have ever enabled bim to effect, 
But though the Chief Justice seemed to think the objection un- 
necessary; he found the LAw was, in that case, imperative, 
thongh ca ours, it was dispensed with, with as Iltile ceremony 
as Tom Thumb dispatched the giants! To prevent the jos- 
sibility of any suspicion of the impurity of the jury, it was 
set aside, in that case. In ours, we proved, to no purpose, that it 
came from an impure source, and was not summoned in the 
legal manner. In that case the mere doubt was held, and 
justly too, as well as legally, to constitute an insuperable 
bar to the proceedings. In ours, the absolute proof of per- 
version and neglect of the law, was held to be immate. 
rial! How impartial must British justice appear to the 
observers of this difference! In the case of the self-admitted 
slanderers who conduct the Join Bull, who, at the bar of the 
House of Commons, and at the bar of the King’s Bench, have 
admitted and proclaimed themselves liars, and wilfui defa- 
mers Of the innoceut and irreproachable, we find also a regard 
for the imperative precepts and conclusions of the law, which 
was not paid to it in a case against men, to whose prejudice 
no slanderer dares openly to make any assertion. We do 
not quarrel with this escape of these things, by any defect in 
the chain of legal evidence against them. We rejoice that 
the law has been most punctiliously observed; and in a case 
where wanton malice, or maiignaut villainy, was as apparent, 
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45 circumstances could ever render them, that the criminals 
should escape punisliment, was infinitely preferable to any 
perversion, or extension of the law, to their condeimnation. 
The law is meant to be the protection of the innocent, as well 
as the scourge of the guilty; and it ts better that a thousand 
bad men should escape their deserts, than that one who is 
guiltless should feel the penalty of erimes he has not commit- 
ted. But we invite our readers to the contrast between that 
ease and ours: to the demand of the punctilious observance 
of the law in the former, and the disregard of it in the latter. 
The proof of the publication and proprietorship, was “ as no- 
torious as the sun at noon-day !” It was matter of public ad- 
mission at the bar of the House of Commons; of public 
record, in the very Court before which the things were a 
second time arraigned. The Lord Chief Justice was morally 
certain of the fact, of which he said there was no legal proof ; 
and, yet, he held the degal proof to be requisite. A mere trick 
of the parties, was allowed to evade the law; a trick for which 
they were liable to other penalties. In ihe case of Sir F. Bur- 
dett, this affection for the strict letter of the law was not evin- 
ced. A Judge of the Court ventured to declare, that the wor- 
thy Baronet having admitted the authorship, it was immaterial 
where the action was brought, or where the publication took 
place. One Judge, indeed, dissented from this opinion ; but, 
against his own conscientious conviction, and legal opinion, 
he condescended to pronounce judgment against a man whom 
he declared to have been illegally convicted / Is it not high 
tine, then, to request the legislature to interfere, and to limit 
the authority of the Court, which this indefinite exercise of 
opinion jeaves actually unlimited; and renders it liable to 
become as arbitrary as the Star-Chamber, if Judges of a simi- 
lar character to the Star-Chamber Judges should ever be ap 
pointed, Of all the abuses, to which our laws are subject, none 
are so dangerous as those which tend to establish the dis- 
cretion of the courts over the direction of the laws ;—and 
unless the laws, to the very leiter, are rendered absolutely 
binding upon the judges, there is no security ayainst this abuse. 
The goodness, or badness, of the individual men, who may be 
called to the bench, is out of the question :—and cannot be 
permitted to enter into the discussion of it. We areaware of the 
motives that often influence judges in political cases, in which, 
without perceiving it themselves, they are rendered’ political 
agents, ‘They deem it their duty to uphold the system, which 
vas elevated them ; and, as their patrons readily enough dits- 
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peuse With such laws as oppose their system, they as readily 
learn to overlook those principles which tend to destroy the 
prosecutions of their patrons. ‘To suppose a jadge can be 
mdependent of the minister who promoted him, 1s to suppose 
the minister a fool, and incapable of discriminating the quahi- 
ties of his friends : or the judge to be more perfect than any 
imman being can be expected to be. The judicial path should 
be chalked out in a strait line; and no possibility left to a 
judge to turn to the right hand, or to the left. Whether 
the Jolin Bull slanderers escape, or not, is immaterial to the 
system. Falsehood in its favour, is deemed meritorious ; and 
any scoundrel who will endeavour to serve it, In any way, 1s 
held to be a respectable man; while TRUTH against it, is held 
to be dangerous treason, and must be visited with +11 the severity 
of its friends. We are not imprisoned for any offence against 
any acknowledged law, or known statute: but because we have 
dared to advocate the doctrines of parliamentary reform! 
Accused without crime, we have been punished without an ob- 
gervance of the law, and in opposition to the protection which 
the observance of the law would have afforded to us, It was 
quite immaterial, in cur case, whether the law was observed 
or not; — because it was material that we should feel the 
vengeance of our persecutors. Is the law only to be strictly 
enforced when it favours the friends of the ministry? Or, are 
the laws, in future, to be equally administered to all ? 


TO THE EDITOR. 

Strx,—The Printers and Publishers of John Bull, the Men of 
Straw who are put before the cartain as the authors of that foul 
sander which the Court lately visited with so severe a sentence, 
that is, nominally severe, but not actually so, in as much as they 
will receive ample remuneration from the real libeller whom they 
stand forward to screen. These scape-goats hold forth to the 
public, that a subscription is forming to save them harmless from 
ihe penalty imposed, and in their paper of Sunday last, is set forth 
a list of subscribers who have already come forward for their inde- 
mnification, Itisimportant, Mr. Editor, that the public atten- 
tion should be pointed towards this pretended contribution, for it is 
a mere ariifice, in order that the British publie may not be stigma- 
tized as encouraging the hirelings of corruption to blast the cha- 
racter and destroy the peace of the most virtuous of that sex, 
which it is every man’s duty to protect, and may not be repre- 
sented as making common cause with the dirtiest tools of party 
that ever dtshonovred the press, or disgraced the character of 
thie country. Sir, the object of this pretended contribution is ne 
other than this:—the real «uarantees of these Men of Straw are 
well aware, that when the period of their imprisonment expires, 
aid the penalties are duly paid, the public will be apt to ask, how 
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can these persons, who deseribed themselves as so poor, have been 
enabled so readi’y to satisfy such heavy penalties ? A suspicion 
sould naturally get abroad, that they had been furnished secret- 
ly with the means—that the sentence which they affected so much 
to deplore, was made to pass over their heads—that the whole 
was a mere shew of severily—and that those who have a hand in 
these matters, know well where to find those whe pug the costs. 
li, therefore, becomes necessary to obviate all this remark, and it 
readily occurred that the best scheme would be to set forth a 
pretended subscription, that a prompt answer might be furnished to 
all such enquiries, and that it may be said, ‘* We have been en- 
abled to pay these heavy fines, and to save our families from ruin‘ 
through the aid of persons who most generously came forward in 
our behalf; we owe our release to those patriotic individuals, who 
have so liberally testified their sense of our services in supporting 
ihe cause of social order—in defending the pure principles of loyal- 
iy—and in upholding our blessed Constitution against the attacks of 
those enemies to all that is valuable and dear,’ and so on, in the 
usual hacknied cant of the day. ‘Thus inguiry, it is hoped, will 
be silenced, and suspicion set at rest. Jt is not unlikely indeed, that 
« few real subscribers may be introduced io order to give a colour 
tothe scheme, and to furnish wherewithal to appeal to in case of 
chailenge. Butfor any thing beyond this, it ts matter of moon- 
shine. I find among this ostensible list of subscribers more than one 
ANONYMOUS to a considerable amount!!! What, Mr. Editor, are 
these generous donors ashamed of their names? or is it that they 
hike “ to do good by stealth,” asa set-off against the numbers that 
do evilin broad day light?) How delightful to contemplate the 
benevolence of A. B. and C. D., and Harry Nokes and Tom 
Styles, and John Doe and Hichard Roe!!! On reading the list 
of subscribers in behaif of the suffering workmen of the Or- 
ganized Manufactory, one cannot help calling to mind the per- 
suasive address to Christopher Sly, by his domestic, in The Taming 
of the Shrew :-~ * 

“Why, Sir, you know no house, uorno such maid, 

Sor 10 such man, as you have reckon’ dup 

‘As Stephen Siy, and old John Naps of Greece, 

Aud Peter Turf, and Henry Pimpernel, 

And twenty more such names, and men as these, 

a Which never were, nor no man cver saw.” 

Phe Drunken Tinker was very sceptical, but be, to those that 
would fain persnade him he was a real Lord, replies in the same 
words, and to the same effect, as the proprietors of The John 
Bull do to those who would fain have it believed they are the rea? 
libellers— [thank thee; THOU SHALT NOT LOSE BY 11, 


SYPHAX., 


——— — = ~ 


TO THE EDITOR. 
r,—A few days avo Ll read wv the Courier, “ai Letter’ fram 
“Myrna, recenved ofa Frankfort ;? it coatained, to my astonish- 
eysa->f a, fi " - a ’ i e ; 
the highest culveium on the Purks for their humanity 
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and justice; whilst the Greeks were accuscd of the basesi twgra~ 
titude towards their beneficent masters, and denounced by the 
writer of that letter, as worthy of utter extermination. I shall 
not offer any remarks upon the language of the Courier news- 
paper on this occasion ; but as an eye-witness of their sufferings, I 
will give you ashort statement of the present condition of the 
Greeks. It has been said, that the Greeks never enjoyed more 
happiness than at the very moment before the Revolution broke 
out. The teudency of such assertions is to mislead the people of 
this country, and to disguise the horrible tyranny which has been 

exercised by the Turkish Government; for what, 1 would ask, was 
the Constitution, by which the liie, and property, and freedom 
of the Greeks were secured? What were the Courts in which jus- 
tice was administered to them? Every Greek was bound to 
adinit indiscriminately, any Turk into his house, and to provide 
him with lodgings, sf necessary, for the whole year; his family 
were entirely at the mercy of the Turk; his wife, his daughter, 
aud his son, were exposed tv every indignity :—humanity might 
be outraged, and what appeal had the Greek? If he dared to 
complain, he was amerced in his effects, or banished from his 
family, or, according to the caprice of his Judge, was sentenced 
to Jose his head. The poorest farmer or labourer was happy if, at 
the close of each day, he could save a sufficient pittance for the 
wants of his family, from the exactions and rapacity of the Ava of 
the village where he resided. The Capudan Pacha, im his annual 
progress through the islands, to levey the taxes for the Porte, 
seldom failed to gratify his avarice and his cruelty, by the execu- 
tion of the wealthiest Greeks; if he spared the lives of the un- 
fortunate persons, with whose riches he had been made acquainted 
by his informers, it was to subjeet them te greater misery than 
the loss of life could inflict; it was to behold their dearest off- 
spree torn from their native home, and condemned to serve the 
lustful purposes of their inhuman masters. The handsomest youth 
of beth sexes were seized (pon without remorse: and brides have 
been torn from their husbands at the very foot of the alter, and 

consigned to all the pollutions of a Harem, whilst the miserable 
complainants, if they escaped with their lives, have undergone a 
severe bastinado, for daring to repine, Such, Sir, have been, and 
still are, the blessings of Turkish Government, and such the hap- 
pincss which was enjoyed by the Greeks; and to the continuance 
of which they seem at this moment as ungratefully disinclined. 
When Christendom mourned the capture of Constantinople in 
the 15th century, would it haye been believed that a period might 

arrive when Christian nations wonld lend their aid to the enemies 

not ,enly of Christianity, but of the human race, in the sup- 
part of their unjust domination, and the exercise of their oppres- 
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